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SUBJ: INCREASED SINO-THAI POLITICAL ACTIVITIES 

1. INITIAL INDICATIONS ARE THAT SINO-THAI MERCHANTS ARE GOING 
TO PLAY A MORE ACTIVE AND VISIBLE ROLE IN THE COMING ELECTIONS 
THAN EVER BEFORE. ONE REASON EOR THEIR INCREASED PARTICIPATION 
IN THIS PROCESS EVIDENTLY IS THAT THE NEW CONSTITUTION HAS 
CHANGED THE DEFINITION OF THAI CITIZENSHIP. IN ADDITION, WE 
UNDERSTAND A NEW NATIONALITY LAW IS SHORTLY EXPECTED TO BE 
PROMULGATED WHICH WILL BROADLY REDEEINE NATIONALITY. 

2. THE APPARENT RESPONSE OF THE CHINESE HAS BEEN TO TOSS 
THEIR HATS INTO THE POLITICAL ARENA. IN BOTH KORAT AND SURIN, 
12-MAN SLATES OF SINO-THAI BUSINESSMEN (CHAO CHOU) ARE ENTERING 
THE MUNICIPAL ELECTIONS, AND IN SURIN EVEN GIVEN A GOOD CHANCE 
OF WINNING. 

3. AT THE SAME TIME, A SINO-THAI BUSINESSMAN IN UBON NAMED 
CHAISIRI RUANGKANCHANASET, HAS FORMED A REGIONAL PARTY, THE 
PRACHATHAM (CHINESE NAME TUNG HOA), TO CONTEST THE SEATS IN 
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RICHEST MAN IN THE NORTHEAST, WILL RUN HIMSELF ALONG WITH TWO 
BROTHERS AND A BROTHER-IN-LAW IN UBON WHILE A SISTER RUNS IN 
SURIN. ANOTHER SINO-THAI BUSINESSMAN SEEKING OFFICE IS SERI 
PHONGPHINYO, A 44 YEAR OLD ENTRPRENEUR WHO OWNS LUMBER 
INTERESTS AS WELL AS THE FORD AND JOHN DEERE AGENCIES IN KHON 
KAEN. 

COMMENT: THE RECENT CHANGES IN THE LAW PRESENT THE SINO- 
THAI WITH AN OPPORTUNITY TO PARTICIPATE OPENLY IN THE POLITICAL 
PROCESS, SOME SEEM TO BE TAKING IT UP WITH GUSTO.BIGELOW UNQTE 
KINTNER 
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